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Cicada killer fact s heet
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Common name: Eastern cicada killer
Scientific name: Sphecius speciosus (Drury)
Size: 110 B1 "0 (25-40 mm) males smaller than

females.

Distribution: East of the Rocky Mountains

Life cycle: Cicada killers complete just one
generation each year. They are active for a little
more than a month each summer typically
starting in mid- to late-July. Females dig a nest
down into the soil. Areas of bare soil or short
grass (e.g., lawns) are preferred nesting sites.
The wasps will hunt cicada that they then sting.
Cicadas that have been stung are paralyzed.

The wasp transports the cicada back to its nest.
A single egg is laid on the cicada. There will be
multiple larvae within a nest, each in its own cell.
When the egg hatches the larva will eat the
cicada from the inside out leaving only the outer
portion of the cicada. Fully grown larva
overwinter in the nest. In the spring they will
pupate and the adults will emerge later that
summer.

Damage: These wasps are extremely docile and
typically will not sting unless they are handled.
The nest tunnels of cicada killers are frequently
dug next to and under concrete sidewalks and

driveways. However, the amount of soil mined is
usually not sufficient to undermine the concrete.

Their soil mounds can be considered unsightly in
lawns, but will quickly weather away.

Control: More menacing than a problem, control of
these wasps is seldom needed. If control is
needed there are a couple of good options. For
the brave you can use a tennis racquet to hit
them to the ground and then step on them.
Should you want another option, a can of bee
and wasp Killer that shoots greater than 10 feet
can be purchased. Stake out the nest holes, and
when the female enters the nest, spray the

entrance to the nest.



